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With Steve Ludlam, University of Sheffield
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Dr. Steve Ludlam teaches courses on Cuba and Latin America at the University of Sheffield, he is a member of the UK-Cuba Cuba Research Forum, writes on Cuba, and has frequently visited the island in recent years.





Occasionally news surfaces here about Cuba’s extraordinary medical internationalism, not least in Haiti. Our media, though, still focus mainly on the themes dictated by Washington’s intensifying media war and human rights diplomacy against Cuba. Yet Cuba’s status in Latin America has been transformed by its relations in ALBA alliance, with Venezuela and other states of the ‘pink tide’ of centre-left presidents. Even the US-led, Cold War Organisation of American States has invited Cuba to join after decades of exclusion (Cuba declined the invitation). This year Latin America’s states voted to create a new continental alliance: including Cuba, but excluding the US. 





These are important themes and will be discussed at this meeting. But what is going on inside Cuba these days? Are inequalities being tackled that grew out of the 1990s crisis measures, the dual currency situation, international tourism etc? How have hurricanes and the world crisis affected Cuba’s recovery? What were the stories Cuba abandoning socialist salary structures about? Is there still mass participation in Cuban politics? Why is there a privatization debate going on in Cuba? In short, where is the Cuban Revolution going?








In Mexico in February, Latin America’s presidents announced a new continental alliance, including Cuba and excluding the US





In Haiti, the US Pastors for Peace organisation delivers medical materials to the most effective recipient:  the Cuban medical brigade





Dr. Steve Ludlam teaches courses on Cuba and Latin America at the University of Sheffield, he belongs to the UK-Cuba Research Forum, writes on Cuba, and has frequently visited the island in recent years.








Sheffield Cuba Solidarity Campaign: contact susie.plant@btinternet.com          
www.cuba-solidarity.org.uk

